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ALT.
Ripon. There are many modern ones elsewhere. In Popish Churches there are many altars occupying the east end of so many chapels dedicated to as many saints. At the Reformation all the altars, except the High Altars were justly ordered to be removed. This was most necessary, not only to bring back the church to the^ primitive model, of which one altar, signifying the unity of the church, and instrument ally effecting it, was a most essential character; but also doing away with the memorials and occasions of much which was contrary to the purity and simplicity of Christian worship.
ALTAR PIECE. A picture placed over the altar. It is not uncommon in the English churches, to place paintings over the altar, although it is a practice of modern introduction, and although there would be a prejudice against placing paintings in other parts of the church. The English Reformers were very strongly opposed to the introduction of paintings into the Sanctuary. In Queen Elizabeth's reign a proclamation was issued against pictures as well as images in churches; and Dean Nowell fell under her Majesty's displeasure for procuring for her use a Prayer Book with pictures. The Puritans, who formed the religious world of King Charles's time, both in the Church and out of it, destroyed pictures wherever they could find them as relics of popery. We may add that the feeling against pictures prevailed not only in modern times, but in the first ages of the primitive Church, In the various catalogues of Church furniture that we possess, we never read of pictures. There is a particular breviat of the things found by the persecutors in the Church of Paul, Bishop of Cirta, in Numidia, where we find mention made of cups, flagons two candlesticks and vestments; but of images and pictures there is not a syllable. In Spain, at the Council of Eliberis, A..D. 305, there was a positive decree against them. And at the end of this century, Epiphanius, passing through Anablatha, a village of Palestine, found a veil there, hanging before the doors of the church, whereon was painted the image of CHHIST, or some saint, which he immediately tore in pieces. The-first mention of pictures we find at the close of the fourth century, when Paulinus, Bishop of Nola, to keep the country people